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These attributes show the functional importance of the
image of the Virgin Mother; they demonstrate how the soul-
image affects the conscious attitude, namely as vessel of
devotion, as solid form, as source of wisdom and renewed
life.
In a most concise and comprehensive form we find
this characteristic transition from the service of woman
' to the service of the soul in an Early Christian writing:
The Shepherd of Hermas, who wrote about A.D. 140. This
book, written in Greek, consists of a number of visions
and revelations, which symbolically represent the con-
solidation of the new faith. The book, long regarded as
canonical, was nevertheless rejected by the Muratorian
Canon. It begins as follows ;
" The man who reared me, sold me to a certain Rhoda in
Rome. After many years, I met with her again and began to love
her like a sister. On a day a little while after, I saw her bathing
in the Tiber, and gave her my hand and helped her out of the
river. As I beheld her beauty, I had this thought in my heart:
" Happy would I be, had I a wife of such beauty and such dis-
tinction." That was my sole wish and nothing more (trepov 8t
o*ft &)."
This experience was the starting-point for the visionary
episode that followed. Hermas had apparently served
Rhoda as slave; then, as often happened, he obtained his
freedom, and subsequently encountered her again, when,
probably as much from gratitude as from pleasure, a
feeling of love was stirred in his heart; which, however,
so far as he was aware, had merely the character of
brotherly love. Hermas was a Christian, and moreover,
as the text subsequently reveals, he was at that time
already the father of a family; circumstances which render
the repression of the erotic element easily understandable.
Yet the peculiar situation, doubtless provocative of
many problems, was all the more favourable for bringing
the erotic wish to consciousness. It is, in fact, quite
clearly expressed in the thought that he would have